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Haw. Const. art. 102 (Kingdom 1852) 
To avoid improper influences which may result from intermixing in one and the 

same Act such things as have no proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace 
but one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 
 
Haw. Const. art. 77 (Kingdom 1864) 

To avoid improper influences which may result from intermixing in one and the 
same Act, such things as have no proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace 
but one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 
 
Haw. Const. art. 77 (Kingdom 1887) 

To avoid improper influences which may result from intermixing in one and the 
same Act, such things as have no proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace 
but one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 
 
Haw. Const. art. 63 (Rep. 1894) 

Each Law shall embrace but one Subject, which shall be expressed in its Title. 
The Title of a Law amending or repealing another law shall refer to the section or 

chapter of the law amended or repealed, and to the subject-matter involved. 
 
Organic Act § 45 (1900) 

That each law shall embrace but one subject, which shall be expressed in its title. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 15 (1950) 

No law shall be passed except by bill.  Each law shall embrace but one subject, 
which shall be expressed in its title.  The enacting clause of each law shall be, “Be it 
enacted by the legislature of the State of Hawaii”. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 14 

No law shall be passed except by bill.  Each law shall embrace but one subject, 
which shall be expressed in its title.  The enacting clause of each law shall be, “Be it 
enacted by the legislature of the State of Hawaii.” 
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Haw. Const. art. 64 (Rep. 1894) 
A Bill, in order to become law, shall, except as herein provided, pass three 

readings in each House, the final passage of which in each House, shall be by a majority 
vote of all the elective members to which such House is entitled, taken by ayes and noes 
and entered upon its journal. 
 
Organic Act § 46 

That a bill in order to become a law shall, except as herein provided, pass three 
readings in each house, on separate days, the final passage of which in each house shall 
be by a majority vote of all members to which such house is entitled, taken by ayes and 
noes and entered upon its journal. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 16 (1950) 

No bill shall become law unless it shall pass three readings in each house, on 
separate days.  Every bill when passed by the house in which it originated or in which 
amendments thereto shall have originated, shall immediately be certified by the 
presiding officer and clerk and sent to the other house for consideration. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 15 

No bill shall become law unless it shall pass three readings in each house on 
separate days.  No bill shall pass third or final reading in either house unless printed 
copies of the bill in the form to be passed shall have been made available to the 
members of that house for at least forty-eight hours. 
 Every bill when passed by the house in which it originated, or in which 
amendments thereto shall have originated, shall immediately be certified by the 
presiding officer and clerk and sent to the other house for consideration. 
 Any bill pending at the final adjournment of a regular session in an odd-
numbered year shall carry over with the same status to the next regular session.  Before 
the carried-over bill is enacted, it shall pass at least one reading in the house in which 
the bill originated.  
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Haw. Const. art. I, § 1 
All political power of this State is inherent in the people and the responsibility 

for the exercise thereof rests with the people.  All government is founded on this 
authority. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 1 

The legislative power of the State shall be vested in a legislature, which shall 
consist of two houses, a senate and a house of representatives.  Such power shall extend 
to all rightful subjects of legislation not inconsistent with this constitution or the 
Constitution of the United States.  
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Haw. Const. art. III, § 10 (1978) 
The legislature shall convene annually in regular session at 10: 00 o’clock a.m. on 

the third Wednesday in January. 
At the written request of two-thirds of the members to which each house is 

entitled, the presiding officers of both houses shall convene the legislature in special 
session.  The governor may convene both houses or the senate alone in special session. 

Regular sessions shall be limited to a period of sixty days, and special sessions 
shall be limited to a period of thirty days.  Any session may be extended a total of not 
more than fifteen days.  Such extension shall be granted by the presiding officers of 
both houses at the written request of two-thirds of the members to which each house is 
entitled or may be granted by the governor. 

Each regular session shall be recessed for not less than five days at some period 
between the twentieth and fortieth days of the regular session.  The legislature shall 
determine the dates of the mandatory recess by concurrent resolution.  Any session may 
be recessed by concurrent resolution adopted by a majority of the members to which 
each house is entitled.  Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, the days in mandatory recess and 
any days in recess pursuant to a concurrent resolution shall be excluded in computing 
the number of days of any session. 

All sessions shall be held in the capital of the State.  In case the capital shall be 
unsafe, the governor may direct that any session be held at some other place. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 10 

The legislature shall convene annually in regular session at 10:00 o’clock a.m. on 
the third Wednesday in January. 
 At the written request of two-thirds of the members to which each house is 
entitled, the presiding officers of both houses shall convene the legislature in special 
session.  At the written request of two-thirds of the members of the senate, the president 
of the senate shall convene the senate in special session for the purpose of carrying out 
its responsibility established by Section 3 of Article VI.  The governor may convene both 
houses or the senate alone in special session. 
 Regular sessions shall be limited to a period of sixty days, and special sessions 
shall be limited to a period of thirty days.  Any session may be extended a total of not 
more than fifteen days.  Such extension shall be granted by the presiding officers of 
both houses at the written request of two-thirds of the members to which each house is 
entitled or may be granted by the governor. 
 Each regular session shall be recessed for not less than five days at some period 
between the twentieth and fortieth days of the regular session.  The legislature shall 
determine the dates of the mandatory recess by concurrent resolution.  Any session may 
be recessed by concurrent resolution adopted by a majority of the members to which 
each house is entitled.  Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, the days in mandatory recess and 
any days in recess pursuant to a concurrent resolution shall be excluded in computing 
the number of days of any session. 
 All sessions shall be held in the capital of the State.  In case the capital shall be 
unsafe, the governor may direct that any session be held at some other place.  
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Haw. Const. art. III, § 12 (1978) 
Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its 

own members and shall have, for misconduct, disorderly behavior or neglect of duty of 
any member, power to punish such member by censure or, upon a two-thirds vote of all 
the members to which such house is entitled, by suspension or expulsion of such 
member.  Each house shall choose its own officers, determine the rules of its 
proceedings and keep a journal.  The ayes and noes of the members on any question 
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of the members present, be entered upon the journal. 

Twenty days after a bill has been referred to a committee in either house, the bill 
may be recalled from such committee by the affirmative vote of one-third of the 
members to which such house is entitled. 

Every meeting of a committee in either house or of a committee comprised of a 
member or members from both houses held for the purpose of making decision on 
matters referred to the committee shall be open to the public. 

By rule of its proceedings, applicable to both houses, each house shall provide for 
the date by which all bills to be considered in a regular session shall be introduced.  
This date shall be after the nineteenth day of the session and shall precede the 
commencement of the mandatory recess of not less than five days as provided in 
section 10 of this article. 
 
Haw. Const. art. III, § 12 

Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its 
own members and shall have, for misconduct, disorderly behavior or neglect of duty of 
any member, power to punish such member by censure or, upon a two-thirds vote of all 
the members to which such house is entitled, by suspension or expulsion of such 
member.  Each house shall choose its own officers, determine the rules of its 
proceedings and keep a journal.  The ayes and noes of the members on any question 
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of the members present, be entered upon the journal. 
 Twenty days after a bill has been referred to a committee in either house, the bill 
may be recalled from such committee by the affirmative vote of one-third of the 
members to which such house is entitled. 
 Every meeting of a committee in either house or of a committee comprised of a 
member or members from both houses held for the purpose of making decision on 
matters referred to the committee shall be open to the public. 
 By rule of its proceedings, applicable to both houses, each house shall provide for 
the date by which all bills to be considered in a regular session shall be introduced. 
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